Butyn compared with other local anaesthetics. Butyn is 2j times more toxic than cocain when injected hypodermically into albino rats, but in cats the effects are about equal.
In a preliminary report of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical Association,* it is stated that on the normal human eye a 0.50 per cent. solution of butyn is less efficient than a 1 per cent. solution of holocain, but more efficient than a 1 per cent. solution of cocain, or a 1 per cent, solution of eucain. Butyn solutions are non-irritant. Like alypin, butyn is not mydriatic, and it does not affect the accommodation. It may take the place of cocain for surface anaesthesia of mucousmembranes. It is superior for use in the eye to other synthetic anaesthetics for the reason that it can be used in lower concentrations (presumably because of more prompt absorption).
On the other hand butyn is not promising for injection or spinal anaesthesia since its toxicity is greater than that of procain.
The following In the treatment of glaucoma if butyn is combined with eserin there is seldom any complaint of twitching or discomfort as is sometimes the case when eserin is used alone.
For all the everyday purposes for which cocain is used in ophthalmic practice butyn appears to be an ideal alternative and one which is devoid of the disadvantages of mydriasis and desiccation of the cornea. When used with other medicaments it is necessary to remember that butyn is incompatible with chlorides.
I have also used butyn as a lotion to relieve pain in herpes of the head and eye and in detachment of the retina.
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